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At Bangalore, he was dragged in a stately carriage. "Let us not
spoil our public men by dragging them," he implored. "Let them
work silently. We should not encourage the thought, that one only
has to work, because one will be honoured similarly. Let public men
feel that they will be stoned, they will be neglected and let them still
love the country; for service is its own reward."
At the Social Conference in Nellore, he said: "Gokhale's life, his
message, his words, his methods, have been to me a guiding star, and
they will still remain an important guide; and we can best revere
his memory by translating some part of his life into our own. My life
is dedicated to that, and I appeal to you, my countrymen, not to
spoil us, not to isolate us in the service, not to overrate what we have
done in South Africa. Let what is done in South Africa be buried
there. It is impossible to stand here upon any reputation we may
have built in South Africa. You will spoil us for two reasons. We
may lose our heads, and so be lost to the country. The other is
that you may raise enormous expectations about us and disappoint-
ment may at last be the result."
Gandhi travelled widely in South India. He went out of his way
to see two widows whose husbands had been shot during the South
African struggle. In Madras Presidency Gandhi felt inwardly that
he was with his former colleagues in South Africa, His words flowed
naturally and he seemed to bear the key to his future programme.